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= merous, and 1 3 is . pew. A - 2 
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ebe by hiſtorians aud g - Yew; in i 
Y 5 IH extent, between the” x 1 dof 
N. u and the 36th and 6:ft of K. — Rom 
2 IF its fituation between the Iſthmus of Sbez | 
E 5 Sega, the Rieer Euphrates, the Perfian * hs : 
—— Bay of Ormus, the Streights of Babel Mandel 
© and the Indian Ocean, it may be looked » . 
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Hands Arabia, the air is exceſſively dry and hu 
A great part of it is a loneſome He bog diverſiſi 
g. only with plains covered with ſand, and — | 
i tains of naked rocks and. precipices; nor ever, 
No unleſs ſometimes at the equinoxes, refreſhed with . 
rain. The ſands of the deſerts, when agitated by 
the winds, roll like the troubled ocean, and ſome. 
times form huge mountains, by which whole ca. 
ravans have been buried or loſt. Wells and ein- 
rains are exceedingly rare. Thoſe vaſt plains of _ 
ſand are, however, interſperſed here = there ">> gl 
with fruitful ſpots, like ſo many  allands in * 
the midft of the ocean: theſe being rendered "nt 8. 2 
tremely delightful by their — and the more 
ſo by the 1 of thoſe frightfol deſerts, . 
the Arabs encamp upon them; and having. cn 
ſamed every thing they find up on one, #EMOvE to 
another. The ſouthern part 5 Arabia. 1 YA 
with a fertile ſoil, whfch has acquired it the title of 5 7 q 
Happy: there are produced the valuable gums, — _ 
which: are carried to All parts of the world ; tick " © 
ſpices and fruits, and corn. and wine — x 2 
In Arabia ſtands Mount Sinai, memorable 43 
the place where th the law was given to the Ifraclues-: - 3 
at the footiof it is a_ beautiful plain, nearly nine 5 = 
miles in length, and above three in breadth, op- 1 
which the Iſraelites cheam From Mount 
Sinai may be ſeen Mount dreb, Where Moſes. 
kept the flocks of Jethro, bis iber ia a, hen 
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in them.” e 
&y at preſent poſſeſs, almoſt from che Adela, 
- Without intermixing with other nations In dhe 
"= ages, the Iſhmaclites were oh, of the moſt 
rable tribes in that country; and Kimthi; 


_- originally- the children of Hagar, an Arab, 
after ſhe had left Abraham. e 

According. to the oriental hiſtorians; the Arabs 
ure to be 2 into two 5 viz. the old | 
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The Ar Aube, dag to * own 
| Kitorians, are ſprung from Kahtan, the ſame with 
Foktan, the fon of Eder; and Adnan, deſcended 
A a direct line from Ichmael the ſon of Abraham. 
Tee former of theſe they call the genuine or pure 


_ Arabs, and the latter, the naturalized or hopes 
"Arabs. * 
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ſome time after the confuſion of languages ſettled 
In Arabia, extending themſelves from Meſha to 
3 a mountainous place in the ſouth eaſtern 
part of that peninſula. According tothe Arabi. 
An hiftornans, be bad 31 fons; all whom left . 
- - rabia, and went into India, except two, viz.” Va- 
rab and Jorham-; the former of whom, they ſay, 
E the name both to their country and langua 
ſhmacl and his mother Ha r, having been it 
_ -miſſed by Abraham, entered into the 
e as related in the bock of £ N 
my ſacred hiſtoriam informs us, that H 
F tg in N ke e 5 
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of that ee By: the Egyptian, he was pro- 
and having allied himſelf to the Jorbamites, he is 


Sreuten part of their nation. 


from the purpoſe of this appendix, - The pro 


are ſabjets with which every one is acquainted. . 


ſr be more favourable than one Which might © 
barten coaſt, ſeparated. from ſociety, and living 


of Ee. can maſter, of when n= 


den. 


Wl it is true, has been ſucceſſively ſubdued 
the Abyſſinians, the Perſians, the Sultans of 
2 and the Turks: the holy cities of Meeca 
"2s Medina have repeatedly . bowed under a — . 
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tabian- writers 17 that; * 1 | 
* ks Tis ee of Modad, king of He- 
Jaz, lineally deſcended from Jorham the founder 


bably the father of the Scenite or Wild Arabs; = 
2 by the Arabians As the faber 0 the 95 ; 6 
But a particular hiſtory of the 3 is ande M0 


_ gation of a new religion, and the founding „ 
vaſt empire, by their .countryman Mauhdu Þþ 


Their 3 character is more in point; and, 3 
this we may receive from the elegant pen of M t. 
__ GrpBox—premiſing, that a- charter; which + 2 
may apply to the nation at large, Will undoubt- 


truly drawn ſor the wretehed-inhabitants-of a 


- wholly under the wants of poverty, and the ind: s 1 5 7 : 
_ ence of evil paſſions : On the ſeacoalt (lays © 
Guthrie) they are mere pirates, a make rise 


The perpetual independence of the Araby** hs 
6 the theme of praiſe. (ſays Mr. Grznon} a.. 
mong ſtrangers and natives. The kingdom of. 15 | 


lan tytant; and the Roman province bf Arabia 2 0 1 I 
 enſiraced. the peculiar wilderneſs in which Iſmael 'E "2 
© 38G: — Toe mu have pi "1 their rents.in __ 1 


| 2 the arms of Sefoltris — 

1 Frajan, could — Fob — 
 - "Arabia: che preſent Sovereign of the Tucks 5 z 
b > exerciſe a ſhadow of juriſdiction; but his pride 1 
5 oven to ſolicit the friendſhip of a people, — 
3 dangerous to provoke, and fruitleſs to attack. 
1 Ito obvious cauſes of their freedom are inſerĩbed 
on tbe character and country of the Arabs. Many 
Ages before Mahomet, their intrepid valour had 
bdben ſeverely felt by their neighbours, in offenſive 
Aud deſenſide war. The patient and active vir- 
1 5 tees of a — are infonfibly nurſed in the habits 
1 and diſeipline of a paſtoral Bie. The care of the 
— 2 — is abandoned to the women of 
= itte tribe; bur the martial youth, under the ban- 
der of che Emir, is ever on horſeback, and in the 
0 practiſe the exerciſe of the bow, ee 


FREE 8 38 gens, — — in- 
8 bderance. Their domeſtie feuds are ſuſpended on 
dhe approach of a-commontnemy ; ; and in their laſt 
- hoftifities againſt the Turks, the caravan of Mec- 
| xm ara 1 by four ſcore thou- 
Da onſederates. When they advance to 
* battles he hope of vidiory is in the front; and in 
3 * be teach the aſſorance of # retrcat. Tbeir horſes 
BN Fe * © - nnd eamels, who in eight or ten days can 2 
, a march of four — ere — 
RN 2 the © 


Th * „ 


3 
pop of an inviſible foe, 
| forts, and ſafely regotes * in 


%« The flaves of domain ee, 
eee independence: 1 
nally. free; and he enjoys... im ſome 


rab is perſo 5 
gr nefits.of ſociety, — eting: 


n ee 


n compact. 
In the lady 
2 the —.— 
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3 of ſtranger and enemy; and the poverty of 
the land has introduced a maxim of juriſpru- 
dence, which they believe and practiſe to the pre- 
ſint hour: they pretend, that in the diviſion of 
tte earth the rich and fertile climates were aſſign- 
ed to the other branches of the human family; 
and that the 8 of the outlaw Iſmael migùt 
recover, by fraud or force, the portion of inberit- 
mes ef which be bad been unjuſtly deprived. 
According to the remark of Pliny, the Arabian 
IF N tribes are — 5 addicted to theft and merchan- 
diſe : the caravans that traverſe the deſert are ran- 
ſomed or pillaged; and their neighbonrs, fince 


: the: Victims of their rapacious ſpirit. If a Bedo- 
WG deen diſcovers from afar a ſolitary traveller, he 
 rides- 99 againſt him, crying, with a loud 
Bp piece, Undrels thyſelf, thy aunt {ay wife} is | 
4 86 - without a garment. A ready ſubmiſſion entitles 
| mee ane will provoke” the ag 
 prefſor, and his own blood muſt enpiate the blood 
which he preſumes to ſhed in legitimate deſence. 
A ſingle robber, or a few aſſociates, are branded 
with their genuine name; but the exploits of a 
numerous band aſſume the character of Jawful and 
 hohourable war. The temper of a ple, thus 
armed agaĩnſt mankind, was doubly iuffamed 8 
the domeſtic licence of: rapine, murder, and re- 1 
1 In the conſtitution of Europe, the rigbt 
of peace and war is now confined to a ſmall; & 
1 - the actual exercife to a much ſmaller; lift ofa: 
1 pedctable potentates ; but each Arab, with ip 
mi and renown, might 2 his javelin . 
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the remote times of Job and Seſoſtris, have been | 


Jane rene hoſtility riley with" the ran- _ 
_ coup of civil faction; and the recital, in proſe or 
verſe, of an obſolete. ſeud, was ſufficient to re- 
Kindle the ſame paſſions among the deſcendents of 
the hoſtile tribes. In private life, every man, at 

leaſt every family, was the judge and avenger of 
its owns cauſe. he nice- of honour, 


which weighs the inſult rather than the injury, 


ſheds its deadly venom on the quarrels: of the A. 
rabs: the Ronour of their women, apd of their 
bearut, is moſt eafily wounded an indecent ac- 

ttion, a contemptuous word, can be 2388 
patient iureteracy, that they expect, whole months _ 
and years, the ypparmaity of revenge. A fe or _ 
compenſation for murder is familiar to che harha- 
nass of every. age; but in Arabia the Kinſmien ef i” 


by the blood of the offender; and ſuch iv 


the dead are at liberty to accept the atunement ur 


by to exerciſe with their own hands the law efount- 
lation. The refined malice of the, Aabs refules 7 
den they head of the murderer, ſubſtitutes an in- * i 
nooent the guilty perſon; and transfers the en. 
a lty to the beſt and moſt conſiderable of the a,ꝭ, 
by whom they have been injuted. If be-falls-by | 
3 their hands, they are expoſed in their turn to the 
By 1 reprifals; the intereſt and pfincipal - 
; debt are accumulated-; the bans 4 ; 
IR aber fondly tends a life of malice and ufph- _ 
Dan; and fiſty-years- may ſometimes Slapſe, be. 
. e a: be OW Tele. 
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FE : was the darling theme of their ſong 5 


3 T 10 1 

bis ſangu ies 5 ignorant ek viii 
has ar moderated, however, by the 

— of 3 which require in every r 
encounter equality of l r 
numbers and weapons. ry e. bk 
Hat the ſpirit of and revenge rf. 
tempered by the wilide influence of trade and li- 
terature. The folitary-peninſula is enco 
by the moſt civilized nations of the ancient world; 
te merchant is the friend of mankind; and the 
annual caravans imported the firſt ſeeds of Know- 
ledge and politeneſs into the cities, and even the 


: "uo of: the deſert. The arts of grammar, of 5 


metre, and of rhetoric, were unknown to the free- 


; Dorn eloguence of the Arabians; but their pene- 


tration was ſharp, their fancy luxuriant, their wit 8 


ſtrong and ſententious, and their more elaborate 
-  _ compalitions were addreſſed with energy — 
feed to the minds of their hearers. Ihe 


Aaad merit of a riſing poet were celebrated by * 


applauſe of hüs dun and the kindred tribes. . „ 
r -The Arabian poets were the 
Hiſtorians and moralite of the age; and if they 
fympathired with the prejudices, they inſpired 
And crowned. the virtues, of their dere 
The indiſſoluble union of generoſity and valour 
nd when 
they pointed their keeneſt ſatire 1 a deſpica- 


h 364 women ta deny. The ſame hoſpitality Which 
was practiſed by Abraham, and celebrated by - 
Homer, is ſtill renewed in the camps of the . 
rabs. The ferocious Bedoweens; the terrour of hs”, 
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the wild Arabs are diſtingui 


deſetu- who live in tents, 
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4 ike which dwell in the . 
bbs debe, vad erer approgch de ee he 


Shaik Daher ſome „ 
N —_— - fat as Aere, they excited-the ſame. 25 
2 3 _— 18 a yiſit from. the .. 


erica. woul ieweck 
x in Europe. Every body 15 
i ſurpriſe ek men, W who. were OY 4 u- 


. theie bel 2 
ade Negron: | 


* | former are ſupplied more abundantly than the lat- 

ter. he lower claſs live in à ſtate of habitual 
F it is a fact, that the 
quantity of food uſually conſumed by the greater 
part of them does not exceed fix ounces a day: fix | 
or ſeven dates ſoaked in melted: butter, a little 
ſweet milk or curds, ſerve à mau a Whole day; 


] I» and he eſteems himſelf happy when he can add a 


3 — Tmall-gazatiry of coarſe floor, or 2 little ball of 
nice. Meat is reſerved for the greateſt "feſtivals; 


I 572 _ und they- never kill a kid, but for a marriage ora 


 Yuneral. © A few wealthy and-generons Shaiks'a+ 
Lone can kill young camels, and eat baked rice 
Lich their vifuals, In times of dearth, the vul- 
For, always half famiſhed, do not difdain the moſt 
— wretahed kinde of food; and cat-locuſts,: Fats, 
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ed of her: he minutely deſcribes the lunely fairg: 
boaſts her black eyes, a large and oſt ax thoſe of 
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ee 45 little induftty 8 
wants are few. They E 


norant of all ſcience. All their literature conſiſts 
in reciting tales in the manner of the Arabian 
Nights Entertainment. In the evening they ſeat 


themſelves on the ground; and there, ranged in a 


them breaks forth with, Once on a time and c- 
tinues to eite the adventures of ſome young 
Shaik and ſemale Bedoween : hs relates in what 
manner the youth firſt got a ſecret glimpſe. of his 
miſtreſs, and how he became deſperately enamour- 


the gazelle; her languid and ĩmpaſſioned looks; 


her arched eyebrows, reſembling two bows of ebo- 


ny; her waiſt; ſtraitand ſupple as a lance: he for- 
gets not her ſteps, light as thoſe of the yaung r filly 5. 


nor her eye- laſhes, blackened with 4, 71 
ups, painted blue; nor her nails, tinged with e. 

. _ _ golden-coloured bemma nor her breaſts; reſem- * 1 4 
8 N two 7 — _— 


nor her words, {ſweet as 
recounts the ſufferings- of the: vun 
— fs waſted with defire and poffien,. that his 


treſs, the obſtacles of the parents, the invaſions 


"4 the enemy, the captivity of the lovers, &c. he „ 
2 2 3 to e * I 
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circle round a little fire of dung, their pipes in "ob 
while in ſilent meditation, till on a — * 
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Body uo longer yields any Hd At length, l 
ter detailing his various attempts to- ſee his miſ- 
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high roads: PIER alſo; bd: 8 | 
delicate "conſtitution; and their diminutive mz 


meagre bodies, which are-rather bir ger Os. 
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ſtoring them, pe . e 
tent, and by receiving the tribute — * is cl. 
quence; TD} e hangs equiralent ro: | 
1 A 
The Bedoween is a. ſhepherd, bee ale 
innocence. of that character. The facility of paſſ- 
ing rapidly over extenſive tracts of country ten- 
ders him à wanderer. He becomes greed from: 
want, and a-robber-from greedinefs: A pluhder- 
er rather eee he poſſeſſes no ſanguinary 
courage; he attacks only to deſpoil; and if he 
meet with! refiftance, never thinks a mall booty 
i to be put in competition with his life. Fo ie 
Titate him, yen muſt ſhed his blood; in which 
aſs he —— in his veogeance, as he was | 
- cautions inavoiding danger. 555 
1 Nerwithſtaading eie depredations on-ftrangers, 
1 | fora good faith; 2 difintereſtednehs, 2 generoſity, : 
4 5 which would do honour to the moſt civilized peo- 
mile. What is there more noble, than the right of 
* aſplact ſo reſpected among all the tribes? A * 
E nay, even an enemy, touches the tent of be 
deen, and from that inſtant his perſon is i. 
- violalile. It would be reckoned a Eph 
3 Z _ neanhers, an ee ta fatisfy 8 a ol * I 
3 . vengeance.at hoſpitality as the - 
1 YA _ Bedoween 2 bread and ſalt with bis 
= vothiog cn induce him to-betray him. The 
fo xapacious without his camp, hang = 
ſooner fer ha foot within it, than he becomes lib. . 
. . 2 and generous: what little he poſſeſſes he is 
eber ready to divide: he has even the delieacy nn 
[to Wait till it is aſked : when be takes his he 
A e hilntelf at * of dna 1 
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1 to e the a . win 
fincere, that he does not Jook upon it as a merit, 
but merely as a duty, and he therefore readily 
takes the ſame liberty with others. 
The unqualified liberty enjoyed by the Bedo- 
Veens extends even to matters of religion. It is 
i true, that on the frontiers of the Turks they pre- 
ſerve, from policy, the appearance of Mahometan- 
8 . but ſo relaxed i is their obſervance of its cere- 
monies, and ſo little fervour has their devotion, 
that they are generally conſidered as infidels, who 
have neither law nor prophets. They even make 
no difficulty in ſaying, that the religion of Ma- 
| homet was not made for them For {add = 
how ſhall we make 3 who have no water? 
How. can we beſtow. alms, who are. not rich? 
Why ſhould we faſt in the Ramadan, fince the 
whole year with us is one continual faſt? Anqꝗ 
what neceſſity is there for us to make tle 1 
age to Mecca, if God be preſent every Where?“ 
In ſhort, every man thinks and acts as he pleaſes, 
33 n tolernting. nM. among, 
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